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\ bance herein : And asthere 15 none-but hath 
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'  RefleQion be on the ſame, without Admiration, 
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(2) 


on. no Fundamental Conſtitutions, nor offers any Diftur- 


per Intereſt in- the Publiek ; fo is he-accouyntable þ 
Juſt Right co the; Service thereof 3 & in; Jeu oF: 
crimine unuſquiſque eſt. miles. | 

It's ſure an Advantage, when the ſenſe ofany Huzardous 
Caſe, whether it reſpetts the Publick, 'or Mens Perfvnal 
State,doth neither exceed nor f ſhorraf 'otatithy 


b % 


thereof : But this appears now tobe'a Time, when there 
. may be more fear of a Deficiency, than Exceſs, on ſuch 
an account ; and Danger is oft-neareſt, when it is leaſt 
apprehended. It is certain, that ſome Tits have a 
more ſtrange and extraon 

S 


Iignary-Aſpe 
in the 


f a Nation,. than m 
s, or than uſeth 


tain and Ireland hath been a 97 tc of ſuch 

Concuſſions and Changes, :2s no Hittory' paſt can 
2 ' Reſemblance thereto, in ſuch Surprizing, Va 
Scenes as have been Aded'therein ; for cafr any ſui 


day,how theſe Nations haye not been ſ wallowed up 
ot: ſafe out of all theſe Civil Storms that* hay kk rey? 
ly followedeach other; but yet with Telbals hereto, 
there ſeems to'be ſuch a preſent JunAureand- Period 
now in the Pablick'State of Afﬀairs,- as exceedsall that's 
paſt, and a Time that ſpeaks he'Crifs to be in thevery 
higheſt «xn of its Confli-+betwixt, Nature andthe 
Diſeaſe, cither to Life or Death : Whenthe Wiſeſt Pilots 
found it-never more difficult to ſtear an even and fafe 

Courſe betwixt Rocks and Quick-fands, when the Com- 
paſs is like to fail, and, is fo difficult either- to keep or 
gain ground a crofs Wind and'Tide; when the 
Preſent State of things is a Sea of many Currents, that 
do 
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do at once meet together. There is uſually a growing 
Decay by the Diſtempers- of the Politick Body, as well 
as. ot. the Natural, 'which hath an incvitable Progreſs, 
tothe Piſſolucion thereof, it not-timely revented, be- 
fore ig, proye too late to overcome the ſtrength of the 
| Diſcaſe,  Byt there are two things this day which may 
be, fadly apprehended, as to the -Conſequences thereot z 
one is, to what a height Intgſtine Diſtempers in the 
Preſent State of Brirtam are come; which have their 
Time of Breeding as well as of Breaking forth z and, 
when not regarded, uſe not to Diſſolve without a new 
Storm z yea, have a moſt ſad and mortal Aſpedt, when 
they prove. ſo. Incurable as to deſpiſe all Moral- Relief, 
or any Reſtraints from'that* Advantage the Publick Ad- 
verſary. gets hcreby.;..-when it's more eaſie to mike a 
Breach, than to ſland up therein, againſt Viſible Ha- 
zard; or to Sacrifize Private Reſentments to the Intereſt 
and Safety of their Countrey. But there is agather Ha- 
zard which may be:too; juſtly tear'd hcrewith,of the De- 
ſert;ion and Falling off of many from the Publick State, 


either by. Prejudices and Diſcontent, or an Indifference 


and Irreloliiteneſy to fix,until they ſee a further Deciſion, 
and toknaw the way to be ſafe. It's true, that "Men of 
the chaugeſt Spirit, in a Time of Commotions, to avoid 
the Scene and Diſturbances of a Troubled Time, and 
with reſpeCt to the Calm, and Serenity of their own 


Mind, may find it defrable to retire, and be abſtra&' 


from the Hyrryings that,are-abroad, which cannot be 


Vice Countries Intereſt and Safety. ;-but it-muſt 


be a Stretch above an ordinary Reaſon and Underſtand-. 
ing, [af ſuch. as are Proteſtants, and crulyyintereſted in 
the Rights and Liberties of the Nation, can bave a Di- 
vided Intereſt from the ſame, or projet-to-themieyes 

5 | another 


firange gr. miſtaken, if it ſhutout no Duty, nor-\Ser- - 
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another Port to put in at, for Publiek Security; of fix 


on any ground elſe, if th&y*ſhould fall off from rhis Ah» 


_ chorage. It is the End that determines the Means, afid 


irits 'rhereon, © that" retide ro 


the Intenſenels of M=ngS | BB... mobs. rus 
riet Endeavour for army 5g 


a Reſolute and Unwear | 
ſame, to have things brought on unto a fteady 1tine ; 
but now, when it bears" ſuch clear Evidence, tobe 
both'pro' aris 6 focis, either to-do or die; it's then'that- 
Reaſon and Neceflity leave no room for a Faint,”-or a 
Suſpence herein. os Et 663 2 
here is nothing more ſuitable inthe way of Rea- 
ſon, than for ſuch as have a more Immediate Call and 
Intereſt than others, to enquire into the Natural Springs 
of ſuch croſs Events and Pifficulcies, thar may nor: be 
eafie to comprehend in an ordinary*way, as they come 
omder Humane Management ; andWhich does then vi- 
ſibly tend.to lay a dead Weight on Publick ASings, and- 
cauſe their Motions to drive heavily ; fince-otherwife 
the greateſt Advantage of Strength, ſhould be little avail- 
able, without ſuch Mcaſures of Wiſdom, as to dire and 
apply the fame'to its proper End : But it is .ſure4n no- 
thing is Reaſon more highly Exerted'for a Nation's 
Safery, than on this Principle of Frerrfal 'Fruth;<tharno 
State can be ſafe with any Advantage of Means: if it" be 
not under a Divine Condutt and Prote@ion, that thus 
growing Difficulties 2nd Difappointments might 'be 
traced to a higher Iſſue, than Vitble Cauſes, as under 
a deep Senſe and Imprefljon of this, rhar God hath net 
forſaken rhe' Farth. No Deſpondent Fear of -Events 
ſhould at'any time weaken Mens hands in the Work of 
their Day, or take them off from preſent Duty ; yea, 
were there the moſt clear and prediQtive Evidences«of 
an Imminent Stroak and Rui, 'yert 'might ir not-ſhur 
out the higheſt Efforts both of Counſel! and Strength, 


tor 


CF 
for a Peoples Preſeryation : And as God does determine 
che End by lafallible Predeſtination' . fo does he move 


alſo by Inferior Cauſes and Means ;*for which he ren- ' 


ders. Men accountable, as to the utmoſt Improvement 


hereof, both for their Safery and Succeſs : Yet hath this 


ever been in the procedure: of. Providence remarkable, 
that before .any Great and Extraordinary Events, both 
as to Kingdoms and Cities, there have been then more 
remarkably than at other times, Monitory Signs and 
Warnings, which as Heraulds, were dire&ed with a 
proper Commiſſion and Authority, to awaken Men to 
their Duty. And as it is one of the great Demonſtrations 
of a Deity ; ſo does it ever witneſs the tender Reſpe&t 
of the Divine Majeſty to Humane Race, and the Work 
of his. own hand; and the Condecency of his Govern- 
ment, both to the Excellencies of his own Nature, and 
Conſtitutions of his:'Word ; but if any ſuch Immediate 
Appearances of Gos, be not then ſuutably regarded, and 
operative by a Moral Influence.on Mens Spirits, it may 
be a too, evident Prefage that things are haſtening to 
ſome ſad and determinate Ruine, by an unpreventable 
Providence, which I fervently deſire may not be appli- 
cable ro this Time._ 2 

.,A$sto whatyzis pecubarly deſigned in this fofowing 
Difcgurſe,-it is to, offer ſome: Thoughts in a Rational 
View and Proſpect-of the Preſent State we are in, and 
what manner of Time it-is, with reſpeCt to the Publick 
Concerns and Security of. Brettaiw, as it reſpets Vt 
lible Gauſes hereot: For. as no Sign-is more promiling, 
than, when the Things of the Day are ſpecially regard- 
ed ia the proper Seaſon thereof, anſwerable to the Con- 
| ſequences that are Depenednt on the ſame: So 1s the 
Voice of Reaſon, in its True and Regular Exerciſe aſ- 


ſuredly the Voice of God both to Nations and RO 
Ang, 
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And, 1 hope, ſuch an Addreſs as this, may -not be mi- 
ſtaken, when it aemands no further Regard from any, 
than the Evidence and Truth of what's here offer'd, does 
make way tor. | Bo ded, Led pln 

1, It is unqueſtionable, that the firſt Entry of «Cure, 
muſt be in diſcerning the Cauſe and Nature of the Dif 


eaſe. ; and that in no Caſe this is more called for, than 
 wuh reſpe& to Publick Hazard at a diſtance : That a 


due ſight and ſenſc hereof, muſt go before Preventiog of 
the ſame, e're it be too Jate, It 1s a Propoſal that may 
be now juſtly made z if Exg/and, with"-the other two 
Nations, be not ſtated in ſuch a Conjun@ion, upon its 
Future Safety and Preſervation, ”as ſeems to have no 
Parallel from former Preſidents, to anſwer ſuch a Cafe. 
It is indeed placed, as a World by ir felf, which is lo- 
cally divided from the whole Earth beſide : But this 
cannet ſecure it from any Remarkable Hazard within, 
or that eaſie Acceſs may be thus given to a Forraign 
Power and Deſign. What Men lee with theirFyes, 
and 1s matter of ke Demonſtration, can be no dark 
Problem now, that it is not the French Power alone, 
in its moſt ſtrenuous workings ; or any hid Deſign of an - 
Inteſtine Party, that's to be tear'd this Day, - in their di- 
vided Capacities; bur the Joyat-Iatereſt of both, in ſuch 
a Correſpondence: and under theſe Circumſtanees thinp 

are now ſtated, as hath not been'formerly known ; and 
when Hazard in ſuch gradual and near Approaches, 
hath ſo remarkable an Aſpe&t, it may need both a 
piercing Eye and Jntelligence to prevent a Surprize 
that may not find us aſſeep. Iris ſuch a Day, when 
an Adverfary at our Gates, and another within, ſeems 
ro wait every Advantage, when both the French Suc- 
ceſs and Strength, is at another pitch than hath been in 
Times paſt, whoſe Diſpaſition and Intent lies fo viſibly 


for 


Cx - 
for War, wherever with any favourable pee they 
cl 


can open the ſame more than a Counterfeit Prote.iion 
made for Peace: And ſo far may it be ſeen, i! the Watching 
Eye of Providence do got interpoſe, that a Train is in 
ſome unuſual manner laid, and working to its laſt Effort, 
more again(t Brirtain, than any other Retor med State, 
as may need the utmoit of Counſel and Relulution to 
countermine the ſame, before the ſpringing thereof ; 
when the loſs of Time and Opportunity for ſuch an End, 
ſcem'd never more Fatal if not ſuitably Improved ; and 
it leaves no room” to queſtion that we are ſtated againſt 
ſuch an Adverſary, as is waiting every Advantage, and 
wants no Force or Condudt to manage the ſame ; whoſe 
greateſt Fear and Indignatian, does terminate upon Eng» 
/and, and the United Provinces this day, more than on 
any place elſe : But know, the Strength of ſuch a Deſign 
lies 1n the Cloſeneſshereof, to keep off any Unneceſlary 
Diſcovery, andiis not, as with ſome Labourers with 
their hands, who at every ſtroke give a groan - But 
' What herewirh ſhould make the Proſpect of ſuch a Ha- 
zard more tremendous, is what may be fear'd of a too 
numerous Party, that lie as in Ambuſh, from within, to 
att a more Tragick and Bloody Scene in theſe Nations, 
if occaſion did offer, than hath been ever known as if 
they knew no other way to Riſe but on a Publick Ruine, 
and could be Witneſſes, without weeping at'a Nations 
Funeral. I do not queſtion but that many in this Day, 
may be too deeply engag'd in ſad and croſs Deſigns to 
the Preſent Settlements ; as ſuppoſe to themſelves a 
conſiſtence herein with the Publick Safery, and that it 
ſhould be only to change the Ftene with new Actors 
therein. I confeſs if they fix the Concluſion before the 
Premiles, and cam” judge by contraries, they may ac- 
count then ſuch a thing might be ſuppoſable ; but if they 

B give 
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give Reaſon once leave to exerciſe ſecond Thoughts, it 
cannot be conceivable to their own Judgment, that a 
new Overturning,could again take place, but that a moſt 
Bloody and Tragick Part ſhould commence therewith ; 
and that if cver the Frencb and Romi/l, Power get up to 
the Bench, this Scene may then by unavoidable Conſe- 
quence be reckoned, as the Meature of their Aﬀing; to 
have in the firſt place the Proteſtant Intereſt, with fuch as 
have any true Zeal or Va'ue for the ſame, pay the Expence 
for all that is paſt, and i{tand as Criminal at the Bar : 
And if it ſhould not be eafic to turn the-ſame wholly off 
the Stage, yet to have it itand alone, and be reduced to 
its Primitive State, to ſubliſt without Humane _—_— 
or Countenance, ſo as it may ſerve, as Sampſon, for its 
Adverſaries Triumph ; when withouc fear that even 
then it may pull down the Houſe upon them : But the 
next ſtep to follow hereon, by too evident a Reſult, is 
o be once Avenged of that great Supporter of the Na- 
tions Rights and Liberties, which hath fo long ſtood in 
their way, and {till break their Meaſures, when they 
ſcemed moſt ſecure herein; but what herewith is more 
than ſuppoſable, would be their greateſt Strength, and 
with ſome favourable Pretence lie here, to ſerve them. 
ſelves of one parr of the Nation, as Friends, to deſtroy 
the other, uatil the whole be render d utterly uncapable 
of Self-defence, that it might at laft be made a Publick 
Sacrifice to Implacable Revenge : When ſuch then 
as have been made ferviceable to fo great a Ruine, ſhould 
know how dear a Purchaſe a late Repentance ts; to have 
{cen themſelves thus run on their own Swords by a Selt- 
Allaſſination, and involved thus their Children, and dear 
Relations in Publick and Irrevocable Ruine. But when 
I now write this, it 15, I may ſay, with Abhorrence of 
unſuitable Refleftion on the Perſons of any, as might 
| in 
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in the leaſt prejudpe Juſtice and Truth, or to ſtretch the 
Deſigns of the greateſt Adverſaries, beyond what Im- 
partial and Juſt Reaſon makes unavoidable : But l muſt 
oppoſe the cleareſt Proſpe&ts of Senſe and Reaſon, un- 
leſs I ſee that any Deſtructive Oppoſition tothe Govern- 
ment and Publick Settlements this Day, if it did prevail, 
ſhould be ſuch as in the Iſſue and Conſequences thereof, 
might make them become a Terrour to themſelves, 
who ſhould be Actors therein, and do not apprchend 
where ſuch a Tyde might carry beyond their preſent 
Intent. | 

2. It may be thus clear and demonſtrable to unpre- 
judged Reaſon, thar never was a greater Cauſe broughe 
upon the Stage, as to an Eventual Determination, than 
in the Preſent State of this War, as is now ſtated againſt 
France, which both. its Juſtice and Neceſlity hath made 
ſo unayoidable : Yea, that a higher Intereſt did never 
lie at the Stake, with reſpet to the Reformed Churches, 
than at this Day; as cannot bur raiſe Extraordinary 
Thoughts upon the Iſſue of ſuch a Scene, wherein theſe 
Principal Concerns, both as we are Men and Chriſtians, 
are fo nearly intereſted. What may be the French De- 
ſigns in ſuch a Time, needs not in this reſpe&t a decp 
Scrutiny, when the Meaſure thereof may be ſo clearly 
judged by the Height and Meaſure of their Power, and 
where to this are ſet no Bounds: It's no Moral Argu- 
ments from Juſtice and Fquity can be expect:d, to give 
2 Reſtraint thereto, or make a Peace or Settlement ſafe 
for any, who are not upon an equal Foot, te ſecure the 
Violation thereof. And as for the Honour and Publick 
Faith of France, neither will that be ſufficient to ſecure a 
Peace, the' it ſhould be laid in Pledge, more than the 


Punick Faith was of old ; fince that Kings way, not only. 


to the Frexch Proteſtants, but to the Princes of the Ro- 
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man Catholick Religion, hath given too certain a Trial, 
_ that his Claim of Right is ot the ſame Extent as his 
Sword can make it, which hath been hitherto the Deci- 
ſwe Judge thereof; ſo as the Adjacent Princes have at 
laſt tound it more ſafe to have him for an Adverſary than 
a Friend. It was once Queen Elizabetb's Morro, No 
Peace with Spain, which could not. be juſtifiable, butup- 
on ſuch grounds and neceſſity as are now more demon- 
ſtrable in this preſent Caſe: For War 1s uncoubtedly to 
be reckoned the higheſt Ac of Vindictive Juſtice, both 
upon Neceſſary ec and for Prevention of Imminent 
Hazard. It cannot be denicd but that this Year gz. hath 
given a new Teſtimony before the World to the Repute 
and Henour.gf the King, both of the greatneſs on an He- 
roick Courage, and Wiſe Condutt amid(t Extraordinary 
Difficulties and Oppoſitions : And that if the Spirit of 
this great Prince tad not ſome remarkable Aſcendant 
on the preſent Adverfary, his Motions probably. might 
have been direed to much higher Attempts, and gone 
beyond all Bounds ; but it may be ſeen likewiſe, that the 
Events of this Year, call for ſome Extrordinary Obſerva- 
tion of theſame. And in the firſt place, to a more abſo- 
iute Settling of our Dependencies on God: Butas things 
lie under Humane Minagement, there may be a further 
Callto ſee that it will not be cafie to keep ground, or 
avoid ſome remarkable Loſs of the ſame, if it benot with 
that Strenuous and United Aſliſtance followed, as under 
Divine Condu@ may bring things to ſome deſirable Dc- 
ciſfion; ſince Attempts otherwiſe might prove as the 
torcing a great Stone up a Hill, that upon any faint, or 
Nackning of Strength, goes a greater way back. And 
it's caſie to judge, that any new Succeſs, or Advantage 
the French do gain, carries them to take new Meaſures 
and Reſolutions, as their way thus is prepared. It is nor 
queſtionable, 
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queſtionable, but that each Paſſenger in the Veſſel, when 
a Storm riſeth, hath the ſame proper Intereſt and Adven- 
venture in its Satcty, when 1t's like to periſh. All's well _ 
as the common Concern of all therein is necelſlarily en- 
gaged. No Station 1s & low where Menare not ſlated 
in lome capacity toact tor the Interell of their Countrey, 
tho' all have not the ſamc Room and Trutt hercin : And 
the greater Diſticulties that Public! Services are beſet | 
with, it will ever tender to render the I{1uc more ho- | 
nourable, and ſuch a Reward to its ſcif, as exceeds the 
lower Motives, with Men of a truly Publick Spit. 
There's an undoubted Circulation in the Politick Body 
as well as in the Natural; ſo as Services done and defign- 
ed for the fame, in an Extream Caſe, will return with 
ſome Signal Advantage and Reward of Honour, to them 
or theirs, tho' for many days it ſhould not appear ſo. It 
hath no leſs appeared in the Iſſue, how ſad and fatal a 
Prudence it was, -that hath divided ſuch from the com- 
mon Intereſt of their Countrey and People, to avoid Ha- 
zard, and to be thus unreſolved where to fix, until th: 
, Ballance be caſt to fame abſolute Deciſion, as ſuch who 
are only determined by Events, but not by Principles. 

3. It is certain that things cag have no truc Reſt or 
Scttlement but in their proper Center,which muſt other- 
wiſe move in a perplex and uncertain Agitation, which 
is ever no leſs evident inthe Politick Body of a Kingdom 
and State, than in the Conſlitutions of Nature, that it. 
muſt have a Central and Uniting Intereſt, whereby the 
Stability of the whole Frame, 1s fixt, and its Motions 
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rendered ſteady and concentrick with the ſame. It's | | 
hereby that both the Security of Sacred and Civil Intc- | 
reſts, is ſertled on ſuch ſure ground, as may take oft Suf- * | 
pition, or Diitruſt of ſuch croſs and extrinfick Motions 


that may prove deſtruttive thereto, It is ſurcly accord- 
ng 


(12) 
ing to this, that the Publick Safety and Intereſt of Brze- 
tain this Day muſt be rationally judged, when it bears 
ſuch a prevailing Influence on Mens Spirits; as to ſub-. 
ordinate all Interic;ur Deſigns and Counſels thereunto, 
and to Intcreſt them againſt whatever tends to break 
ſuch a Conjun&tion : For it's not the {irongelſt_ Liga- 
ments of the Law, or of a Servile Fear thereot, that will 
bind, if theſe Ligaments of Love and of Mutual Depen- 
dence, in a way of Truſt and Aſſurance, ſhould bc once 
broke, and the Contracted Intereſt of a Party takes off 
that Propenſion and ReſpeCt, that ſhould be to the Pub- 
lick State of the Body 3 which without Prophecy may 
preſage ſome great Ruine to be then impendent ; when 
inſtead of Mutual Truſt, private Enmities and croſs ACt- 
ings take the room thereof, and goes above any Reliet. 
And with reſpe& to this, I hope it cannot be queſtioned 
what by the higheſt Reaſon is ſo demonſtrable ; in what 
relation both T heir Majeſties now upon the Throne of 
Brittain ſtand, as to the Preſent Safety of theſe Nations 
and Future Security ; and what an Intereſt they carry 
in their hand on ſuch an account, ſo as this Bond of 
Union cannot pollibly be ſlacked, or made void, without 
ſubverting the Foundations of the whole Frame, and a 
Fatal Diffolution of the ſame. The firmeſt Settlement of 
Government proves oft too weak to ſupport, when an 
intire Settlement of Mens Spirits keeps not foot there- 
with, and a ſenſe of their own Intereſt and Security un- 
der the ſame, to Influence an Uniting Temper in the 
common Cauſe. It ſhould be ſtrange if the State where. 
in England was a few Years paſt, be not to this Day 
kept in ſight, and theſe ſad Depreſſions and Terrours on | 
Mens Spirits, which did hold them under ſo viſible a 
Bondage, when it was valued at ſo high a rate, to be 


- once again Witneſs to ſuch a Time, when Law and 
Juſtice 
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Juſtice ſhquld be Settled and Certain Meaſures of the Go- 
vernment as is this Day. Ir is not queſtionbſe but that 
Private Loſles muſt aceply afte& Mens Spirits,and have 
a juſt Senſe thereof, wherein the Publick Intereſt does 
alſo ſuffer ; but it ſhould be a Direful Effect, to alienate 
thus from the Government, upon the Miſcarrying of any 
Interiour Inſtruments, or to reckon - their Conditions 
could be bettered by a Change z as in the Fable of the 
Froggs, who could not be ſatisfied until they at laſt got 
ſuch a Prince and Ruler, whoſe Power was only extend- 
ed to devour them t&W&'a Bleſding rarely given a Na- 
tion, to have ſucl at the Helm in a Tempeſtuous Time, 
whoſe Intereſt all may 


prevail againſt fo Potent a Force, as was then againſt 


them, which next to Divine Aſſiſtance, was by-being fo 
harmoniouſly unite, and ſpirited by the common Love 
of their R-ligion, Counitrey and Liberties, and by what 
entire confidence they had in that Illuſtrious Houſe of 
Orange, who were the alone great Inſtruments to raiſe 
and deliver the fame : And as by a Divine Deſtination 
Prince W:i/iam, whoſe Memory 1s ſo famous to the 
World, did lay his whole Intereſt at the Stake to raiſe 
and deliver the ſame, when almoſt ſwallowed up by an 
Arbitrary Power : So now by a molt ſingular Provi- 
dence hath the Security and Reſtauration of Fng/and 
with the other two Kingdoms from ſuch Imminent Ha- 
zard terminated in this grcat rince, and hath been re- 
ſcrved for hims5” which is an Honour, with reſpet to 


that. 
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that llurious Houſe in a ſucceſſive Line, to be ſuch 


- Eminent Patriots,both as to Sacred and Civi! Rights,thar 


hath rarely occurred in the courſe of Humanc Affairs to 
any Princes, or Family in the World, and is a r:mark of 
ſuchan Extraofdinary Providence,as cannot be eaſily paſt. 

4' It is ſurely a grcat Advantage, when ina Time ot 
Publick Danger there is a true Eſtimate and Judgment 
made of a Nations Intrinſick Strength, which in a Hu- 
mane way, is the alone ſtable,. and permanent Intereſt 


thereof, by which they can underſtand the true 
Meaſure both of their Fears ang&Hope on ſuch an ac- 


count ; and may be thus ſecured from a Fatal Miſtake, 


in any Extraordinary Caſe. 1 know the numerous En- 
creaſe and Growth ot a People, 15 truly an Evidence of 
growing Strength ; but yet this doesnot always hold,or 
can be judged by Number or Poll,{fince the more ſpread- 
ing a Community may be of a Nation, the more fad 
AipeCt it hath, if a degenerate Race thould get up,where 
the prevalency of Debauchery and Immorzlity, does ſo 
naturally tend to deprefs the Genius of a-People,and the 
purſuance of any Honourable Ends ; yea ſtrikes ar the 
Root of all Civil and Moral Duties, where the true Se- 
curity. of a Government lies. Nor does a Kingdoms 
Strength from within it ſelf, lic in the Meaſure of Ex- 
rernal Preparations for the Publick Satety (the moſt ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary) ſo much as in the Interiour Spring 
both of Reſolution and Integrity herewith, to put theſe 
agoing in their due order and place, as Jo/omon ſpeaks, 
that there necds more Strength to be added, if the Iron 
be blunt 3 yet Wiſdom alone 1s profitable to direct, as the 
Leading Principle of all Exterior Motions: And it may 
be ſeen what a prevalence the Spirit of ſome, when it 1s 
of a higher Elevation and Capacity than in others, will 
haye to aftuate and enliven a multitude to ſuch Services, 


as 
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as may be above their ordinary Reach, which 1s uſually 
one of the moſt promiſing Signs to a Kingdom, when 
ſuch are in any ſingular way then raiſed with ſome pe- 
culiar exccllency ot Spirit, tor the work ofthat Time: 

But as te what might be moſt conducible for ſack an 
End to ſecure and promote the Intereſt of Brireazin,in its 
true, ſtable, and permanent Strength from within ir ſelf, 
and to have a right ProſpeCt thereof, do not pretend to 
judge; this being a Subje proper and ſuitable to ſuch 
under whoſe hand the Directing and Governing Power 
lies, and ſtand related as Eycs to the Nation to watch 
for its Safety z yea when ſo much may be juſtly in this 
Day expected fromthefe ; only with a humble and due 
diſtance, I ſhall adventure to point at ſome things in 
a diſtin& way, that I hope w 
ſtion, to be molt neatly related to this great End. * 

1. That it's both the Glory and Strength of a Nation 
in ſad and hazardous Times, to have an open Teltimo- 
mony of their Fear and Dependance on God, kept upon 
the Face of all Publick Aftingsz of him under whoſe 
hands, the Government and Dominion of the World 
does abſolutely ſland, and who alone is the ProteQtor of 
Nations; ſince Reaſon cannot poſlibly find another 
way to be ſafe upon any Temporal Intereſt, or for Mens 
being true to themſelves, bur in the Truth and/Seriouſ- 
neſs of Religion; ſo as in the greateſt Exigence theſe 
can never be diſtinguiſht, what 1s juſt, and what is ſafe, 
being Convertible Terms. Bur it's on this Subject, 
I have been oft put to ſome aſtoniſhing Thoughts, how 
Religion ſhould have ſo great an Influence to turn about 
the Publick Afﬀairs and Concerns of the World, and 
this way to have much Rule over the Attions of Hu- 
mane Life, when it hath ſo ſmall a Vital Influence on 


Mcns Minds, in order to the higeſt Ends thereof, and for 
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29 Eternal Thtereſt, when it goes thus no further, than 
an empty and unlivened Forin; yea to ſee with what In- 
renſenefs Names of diſcrimination are Rtarcd on ſuch an 

Aaccourn. = 
2. It is of undoubted Evidence likewiſe chat the Pro- 
teſtant Reformed Religion, which is the pure and ge- 
nuine Truth of I, is the Strength and per- 
manent Intereſk of England, and both the other King- 
doms this Day : This needs no Evidence of Conviction 
to ſuch for a cloſe Adherence to the ſame, who are too 
wiſe and ſenſible of their own Safety, to put them- 
ſelves again under the Popiſh Yoke, after ſo dear and 
Expenſive a Triaf hath been hereof or that in a Time 
of ſuchLight, it could be pollible upgn Choice to give 
up their Cabo and Judgment unto others, by an Im- 
plicit Truſt, and not ſee with thew own Eyes 3 but to 
account a Blind Obedience one : of the great Excel- 
lencies of their Faith ; yea when there can be no Com- 
pounding here, where fo Impaſlable g Gulf is fixt, be- 
twixt theſe two Profeſſions. But the things pertaining 
to the Conſcience, and of the higheſt Publick Intereſt, 
ould have a ſmall regard, as may be judged with too 
many : Yet is there a concern of angther nature to in- 
fluence in this caſe; that if ever Popery ſhould be ca- 
pable to purſue its Anticet Title and Inhetitance, then 
2 numerous Party of the moſt Eminent Families in 
theſe Nations, might be in hazard to have theirs ſwal- 
lowed up hereby, whatever pretences may for a time 
be made otherwiſe : Yea, that if it once got on Horſe- 
back, they might be then put to walk on foot; and un- 
der the power of ſuch a Religion be made to Sacrifize 
the Hearth unto the Altarz who upon more high and 
noble grounds, were not ſuitably excited, to withſtand 
the firſt Invaſions thereof, and to have this great _ 
with 
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with reſpe& to DivincTruth made theirs: And iſthings 
paſt may be'Prognoſticks of future, it if known what 
Breaches the Frexch Power hath of late made, not only 
on Mens Rights and Civil Socetty ; but on Humanity it 
ſelf, as in the Palatinate and other Adjacent places ; end 
in ſuch meaſures of Cruelty, as was ated apainſt the 
Proteſtants in France, which was with the higheſt Vio- 
lations of the Law of Gratitade towards thcie, whoſe 


Anceſtors were ſoAſliſtant to bring the Houſe of BoarBew 


to the Throne, and ſtem that Tyde of. the Catholick 
League, which was againſt the fame: But if a Juſt 
Refleion be made alſo, on what may lie yer nearer 
rous, for Eviction of this, it might be eaſfle to fee 
low different the ſtate of things, from what was if 
the Year Eighty Eight, is this Day, upon the moſt ve- 
luable Intereft and Security of fuch a nature which 
Men poffibly can enjoy, whereby a Title to their Re- 
ligon, Lives, and Liberties, hath not got a Legal hold- 
ing, without fear of any Deſigned Violation of the 
{ame by Force. | 
2. It is unqueſtionable alſo, that where a People 
iS in the way of their Strength, and under propitious 
Influences from Heaven for their Security, that ſome 
remarkable Gale of Counſel and Prudence, wſeth 
then to go along therewith ; and in ſeaſonable ap- 
plications of the fame to the preſent Day: Yea that 
the Meaſure of a Nations Strength in a Humane way, 
may be accordingly thus judged to know, both what 
is to be done, and what is to be avoided, to fee and 
foreſee things that may lie remote from the Ordina 


Judgment of many, both as to the tendency of Hazard, 


and preparations thereto, and from what point a Storm 
may be near to break up. It's true, the moſt knowing 
and judicious, that watch for their Conntries Safety, 

| C 2 may 
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may meet oft with Surprizing Accidents, that then 
ſeem'd not ſuppoſable to them : Bur it is known like- 
wiſe what Improvements of Reaſon and Counſel, have 
in a moſt ſingular way been attain'd, when Difficulties 
and Hazards have gone above any ordinary Judgment 
herein: Ir's-in this reſpect, there is ſuch a Divination 
' of Judicious Prudence for prevention of Hazard, as 
may be called Natural Prophecy, though it have a 
Divine Riſe and Original, and is given to a People 
as one of the moſt Eminent Bleſſings from Heaven: 
Yea verifies that Sacred Truth, how Wiſdom 1s pre- 
_ ferrable to Strength, and ſtrengtheneth the Wiſe, more 
than Ten Mighty Men, that are in the City. But 01 
this Subjet 1 need ſpeak little, when ſo much this 
Day .may 'be juſtly hoped for, from the Wiſdom of 
Publick Ceunſels, and ſuch Experienced Pilots that 
are at the Helm in ſo Threatning a Storm, who 
know in this preſent Conjun@ion, how to have ſuch 
a Scheme of ',Prevention ' judictouſly. fettled, with re- 
ſpec to Viſible Hazard, as may not leave the ſame 
to a 'Burprize, upon any ſudden Emergents, or: for 
- taking Counſel too late. It hath been hitherto the 
Reſult of moiſt Deliberate Counſcls, to meet Publick 
Hazard at a diſtance, rather than wait for its nearer 
Approach ; wheg;, otherwiſe it -{feetns more than con- 
_ reftural, where;ſo higit a Hignt -of the French Ambi- 
tion and Power, ſhould have come 'e're now without 
ſuch a prevalent Stop; and may be yet judged, that 
ſince a Deſign was never more working than is this 
ay,' how to try their Strength on Britiſh ground, if 
their Will and-their, Power, were commenſurate. 
- 4- It ſurely may be a ſpecial Indication alſo of the 
Standing Intercſt and Strength of Brittain from within, 
in ſuch a Time as this, by what Advantage is gain'd, to 
| | have 
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have the Publick Government, ſo far as is poſlibte, 
rooted in the general AﬀeCtion and Eſteem. of the 
People ; and that Mutual Confidence and Truſt fixed, 
which 1s the Life and Sincw's of Government, and all 
Humane Society, ſo as by a conttraint of Reaſon, they 
can ſee, how the King and the Nation this Day, are 
ſo nearly Conjoyn'd and Stated in that Relation, as to 
be the Mutual Intereſt and Safety of othcr; and how 
his Juſt Greatneſs and Rights, with the whole Legal 
Freedom and Liberties of the People, are ſo joyntly 
founded on the ſame Baſis, as to beget an entire Ac- 
quieſcence of Mind herein ; and how thus the Foun- 
dation is ſure and adequate to the StuCture that reſls 


thereon ; ſo that not by Fear, or on the Influence of 


an Imperative Power, but by an Elicite Choice from 
Love and Eitecm the Government may be Eſlabliſhr, 
and that Homage due to the, Soveraign, be given, not 
by the Knce alone, but by the Heart. It can come 
under no queſtion in what Poſture the State of En2- 
[and was in, before this late Revolution, and what 
Mortal Signs then was, of ſome great Ruine to be 
ncar, When the Government was like to become morc 
French and Italian, than Erg/1ſh ; and the Late King f«» 
far engag'd to Eſpouaſe a Party inſtead of the Publicl 
Body, by joyning in with the Rowy/h Counſels and 
Power to promote that Intereſt, as' hc had fo far patt 


the Rubicon, in what was fo! viſibly croſs to the. 


- Eftalliche Laws and Conſtitutions ot the Nation : + Bur 
as this is too late to be forgotz ſo it is not con- 
cctvable by any. Humane Ritc, that in another way 
the Publick State this Day can be preſcrved, than in 
the ſame way wherein, by ſo Extraordinary a Deſtina- 
tion of Providence it was attained ; and I judge, that 

none 
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rene of a Confiderate Spirit can ſuppoſe any Deſtrn. 


ſirutive Deſign to the Publick Settlements, ſhould rake 
place, but by ſo Bloody a Scene, as no Humane Re. 
lief could ſtop it, in the way of Reaſon, until it re- 
ſolv'd in the Diſmal and Tragick Effefts. Ir 1s true, 
the private Burthens of many in theſe Times, may be 
very pungent and fore, which they who look at a di- 
ſtance thereon, do too little regard ; but when the Pub- 
lick Safety is at the Stake, and evident, at how dear 
a Rate there would be Compounding of the fame, if 
Adverfaries got further Advantage ; it cannot but have 
a Ballancing Weight, on Mens Spirits, when they ſee, 
how all that can be Valuable to them within Time, is 
conjoyn'd therewith. 

5. Though the Extenſive Intereſt of Brittazy, in its 
preſent Increaſe, is ſuch, that it may be faid to be, as 
the Sand of the Sea in number; yer fince the Trne 
and Intrinſick Strength of a People, does ever reſpect 
the Quality, more than the Bulk and Extent thereof ; 
ir cannot be otherwiſe underſtood in this Day, or a 
true Meaſure of our Hope on this account, but by 
ſuch a promiſing and true Growth of theſe who are 
Adted on ſome higher Account than their private 
Concerns, to joyn their Intereſt with the Publick, in 
a Time of Hazard, and not from a low and ſervile 
Spirit in this matter; who have ſuch a Senſe both of 
Religion and Honour, as to render them True ro any 
Publick Truſt they are in, and does ſeek no otherwiſe 
but in the way of Services and Juſt Merit to have an 
Intrinſick Intereſt in the Aﬀe&tion and Eſteem of their 
Countrey 5 who account the Reward of being Ser- 
viceable to the Publick Intereſt, a Compenſation for 
any Trouble or Loſs they can ſuftain hereby, and 

holds 
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holds no Repute from Oſtentation of the ſame, ſine# 


any true Excellency and Worth, even amonglt the worſt 
of Men, hath ſuch an Intereſt in Humane Nature, as 
they cannot poſlibly deny ſome hid Veneration there- 
. to, nor forcgo a jult ſenſe hereof, even where Enmity 
. and Envy ts prevalent : And it's. ndeed one of the 


| moſt high and deſirable Ends that Men can attain. in 


their Day, to have done or deſigned ſomething in a 
more than ordinary way, for the preſent Generation, 
and their Countries Intcreſt in a Hazardous - Time : 
Yea this does render the ſame, more highly comforting 
and honourable, as a Service of this kind, hath been 
beſer with greater Difficulties and Oppoſition than 
uſual. Bur when I touch rhis, there's ſomething that 
cannot be disjoyn'd from it, to advance thus the Sta- 
bility, and Strength of a Nation, from within it ſelf, 
and of great uſe tor this End, which 1s in a ſuitable 


Retribution of Reward and Favour from the Publick- 


to any juſt Merit, which hath a ſpecial tendency to 
give Encouragement and Life to Honourable Acts and 
Attemptsz yea, to take oft Reſentments that might 
be occaſioned by any-unaccountable Ingratitude, as So- 
lomon obſerves; and does too uſually occur in the Ma- 
nagement of Humane Afairs, that a poor wiſe Man, 
(as is there ſhewed ) helpt by his Wiſdom to fave a 
City, yet no Man did regard him herein : It is known 
from the Hiſtory of all Times, how Inſtruments and 
Means, are remarkably rais'd and acted forth, accord- 
ing to the Deſigns of Providence about ſuch a place ; 
but where it is known aright, it may then give ac- 
cordingly a Signal Prognoſtick upon a Nations ſtanding 
or falling. But it comes| upon the ſame Concern, ' to 


have ſome equal Reſpe& alſo, and a ſuitable Reſfent- 
ment 


# 
IE CN > eats 


- Srila io on 2c EM AIAN RFA TE HIBRAG O m  » 


(22 ) 


Ment of any ſiniſtrous and crofs Aings,' to the com- 


mon Intereſt ; . ſo as it may with a ſpecial note ap- 
pzar, that there is no way tor Men, either to ſecure 
their Credit, or private Concerns upon any ſpecial 
Truſt, by being unfaithful to the Publick ; and that 
ſuch mult ftand or fall this way, by their Integrity 
lierein. It is true, it may oft be Mens Lotto be unfor- 
tunate and not falſe ; and things managed with the 
moll ſincere Deſign, and without any Deficiency ej- 
ther of Courage or Wiſdom, falls under great Diſ- 
appointments and Crols Events ; but tins rarely wants 
ſuch Evidence, as may julſlifie the ſame, to the Con- 
viction of all unprejudiced, and ſecure trom all unjuſt 
grounds of ſuffering hereby. 

6. But there is a Concern of another nature, where. 
in the Standing and Strength of a Nation is eſpecially 
intereſted, and ſecm'd never more applicable than now, 
to the State of Brzztain; to have ſuch a Temper ſettled 
in a Dividing Tune, and amids theſe numerous Diffe- 
rences, amongſt the moſt ſerious Proteſtants, as may 
not in Extream Hazard, obſtru& an Unite Acting for 
the Publick Intereſt, or divide the Nations Strength 
from it ſcl It's true, there can be no poſſible Ke- 
concilement, on a Politick Account, of Light and 
Dai kneſs; nor can Truth and Errour ever have a coali- 
tion, or be compounded, or admit any Indifference - 
about things of Sacred Cancern: But on the other 
hand it's evident, that the Rearing up of Walls of par- 
tition, this way, have a ſtrange and diſmal Aſpet; fo 
far as thcy tend to ſhut out Friends from any harmo- 
nious Concurrence to the Publick Safety, and gives 
any Strength to the Adverfary to enter thereby, I 


know that Mcns Reaſon and Judgment are not in their 
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Standing, ſo cloſely imbarqued therewith, as to be 
Vouchers for their Fidelity, in their being capacitated 
for the ſame; and who by a Natpral Right ſtands rc- 
lated to the Politick ds, as Citizens and Members 
thereof, and may have a conſiderable Influence tro 
promote a common latereſt, though in ſome things 
more remote from the ſame, rhere, be a difference in 
Light and Judgment. 

7. Bur I muſt yet ' adventure. « on luck a SubjeQ, 
to- rouch one ;particular'more, that'may poſſibly.ſeem 
incongruous with what does precede ; ; and when things 
of another .nature takes now bp 'the- Spiri s of mo 
as to the Publick Security. of Nation g 'Y $00 
clear,' when ſeriouſly pondered, will be fond to have 
a molt- near- and [naifſoluble. coane@ion therewith ; 
ek ow- ws _ ure he true Fears Intereſt 


CO 


fi; fee Pblick $ inf docs - lie inthe 
moſt deſtructive and prevalent Oppoſition to ſuch an 


Y 
Intereſt, nn The 


where the-Riſo of-the» i the Deprefſion* of; the 
other, It is on this Fthat ' from @ fad andirre- 
ſiſtable RefleQion ; I cannot but ſee, and refer 'it to 
the Reaſen and Judgment of all, what hall be the 
Iflue' of the Proteſtant Profeſſion this Day, and how 
diſmal and derk< nighriis kike io fal dont: on theſ: 
Nations; and on..the Politick Intereſt thereof; if this 
-aud+ Improved Atbeiſm of theſe late/Times, 
get further Strength, and make a Ne nqueſt 
proportiombly to what - hath. been. in ſothe*Years 


palt ; 
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paſt, and where it is like ro ſtand when its Ap- 
proaches are ſo ſtrange, as with pretences to Rea- 
ſon, to ſtrike at the whole Intercſt' and" Foundations 
of Revealed Religion; for without ſome more 


than' Ordinary Deſign 'and Care for prevention ot 


the ſame, it 15 not like to reſolve ſo much, in a 
Regreſs to Popery ( though it gains thus a ſpecial 
Strength by the Inconfiſtencies of ſuch a way,  ei- 
ther with Reaſon, or with it felf) but'in a Viſible 
Apoſtacy from the Chriſtian Faith, that this Day may 


be moſt. feared. It is unqueſtionable that this World - 


and Humane Race and Society therein, could not 
Morally ſubſiſt as to any Order, Juſtice and Security 
amongſt Men, without the Faith and Impreſſions of 
a Deity to bear out the ſame ; nor could the Barth 
be poſlibly Habitable or Safe to Live therein, if the 
Senſe of Religion, . and Fear' of an Inviſible God, were 
not Implanted in him and Nature : But; it's ſurc 
this muſt needs, be more ſpecally; applicable to a 
Kingdom and People, which hativered with greater 
Light and Engagements on ſo high and diſcriminating 
a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, beyond moſt of the 
Earth z and that the Spreading Encreaſe of ſuch a Con- 
tagion, and the Standing of a Nation in its Politick 
Intereſt and Concerns, will be found-ſo incompatible, 
as that a , Publick Ruine is then at hand. It was « 
juſt Saying of one of the Antients, on fuch an ac 
count, $i 1ibi won wis parcere, attamen parce Patriz 
tue; and it was from fo fad a profpedt of this, that 
of late Mr, R-beyt Boyle (who was fo great an Or- 
nament, both to his Countrey, and Profeſſion, as a 


Chriſtian ) did make it his laſt Deſign, to have ſome | 


further Improvement "made againſt fo Mortal and 
- D 2 Growing 
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Growing a Contagion, by Settling*a Fund for keep. = 
ing bp a Publick Le&ure, which he*commitrred ro' $e- 
Ict Truſtces for making it 7f:@ual, that might on- 
be direQed to ſuch an End: Yea what a hope- 
al P:cfa;c ſhould it be this Day, if a Proje@of fuch 
a nature as this, might prove more exemplary, and 
to find Mens Spirits ſet more on ſuch high and 
truly generoiis Deſgns, for the preſent and future Ge- 
neration? We know in what manner the Zeal of the 
Romiſh Church, did carry them for rhit End, de pro- 
paganda Fide, fo as to have a proper Settlement and 
Society EreQed and ſet apart wholly in this reipe&, 
which ſhould have been a moſt rare Undertaking, if ir 
had not viſibly Counter-aQed ſuch a Profefſion' yet is 
ſuch an Example, as may be a Publick Witneſs, againſt 
the Indiffercnce of the Reformed Churches, ' every 
where, too viſible” in this Caſe ;; and why there is not 
ſomething in a more than ordinary way defign'd, for 
the Defence of the Goſpel, when. it was never” more 
put on a Defcnſive part, than now; and that all pre- 
railay Erb of the Truth and Divinity thereof, 
' on Mens Spirits, is ſo much loſt.” If there were a 
confiderable part of the Nation that profeſt Heathenifm, 
it might be judg'd this'would take with Men of Infe- 
riour Controverſies and Contendings, in bebalf of the 
_ Chriſtian Intereſt, and that their Strength would go 
forth this way z but is the Hazard leſs now, when the 
whole 'Revclation of Sacred Truth is in the Day-light 
ateaqued, by fo ' numerous a Party ; and when on the 
other hand it is fo viſible, how moſt who bear the 
Chriſtian Name are deſtitute of any Defence of their 
Profeſſion, from Internal Motives, or Perſwaſjon here- 
of, from its own Evidence > I do not queſtion -_ 
| that 
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that undcr ſuch a  Magiſtracy and Government, as , 
this Day 4ettled in Brit arm, but under a Proſpe& © 
ſuch Hazard, they clearly fee and difcern that a 
Standing Intereſt and , Securuy,.of hs +Navion,; _ 
the Satety of Religzon, are of the ſame Extent, 
muſt aſfuredly ſtand or fall rogether, But ſince it's 
the Youth, and Growing Race, _ wherein the -Hope of 
2 Nation does moſt ſpecially lie, who-..ſeems ta.be 
cow under the. Saddeſt lafluence ai. ſuck 's Congion, 
and to be moſt ſuſceptable thereats yes #heſe:whoſe 
Quality may have a' more Leading Inflaence/than--ma-» 
oy others, and.-by whom. the Publick Intereſt. doth fo 
much and ;-it+may. be, thus: evident, "that the moſt 
Adequate Mean for Prevention, and to--anſ@tcr-ſugh 
an End, does.moſt peculiarly lic; ip the Publick Semi- 
narics and Uainertiting where ithe Reformed Rejigion 
is proteſt. It is tre, that there is no Deficiency there, 
as to the. furtheſt Improyernent of the Novick part. of 
Divinicy, and. ialiſting on en; Controverhe .but 
rather t0;the Fxcels hepein.:  Bue "au i pulls vita 
matter- of Aſtogiſhment, that in ſuch ad Ape ithe Drac- 
netick part hereof is not more intenfly followed and 
improved; ſo» that the Youth which' are coming for- 
ward, both for Sacred, -andffivil im ranight 
be thus engaged to ſce.yittheir own Eyes the Truth 
and Firmneſs of theſe Princip les wherton their. Pro» 
teſſion 1s ſettled, and with ſack $ of Demonſtre- 
tive Evidence, as the great Autho! of our - Religio 
hath ſo abundantly given for this Intent : = 
queſtioned, by none, that'the Natural 


UDgs 
docs ever require the Foundatidn to bc ſarel) hs be 
fore any Superſtrutture be rais'd :: But .as'there 1s mo 
want this Day. to- theſe who are moſt Emiciently fitrec! 


CE) 


ſtian Faith, with the certainty of its own . Evidence. ; 
_ and how no Natural Science can pretend to more'clear 


(28 ) 
to anſwer ſach a Deſign, nor any Defect of Convittion 
of the Neceſſity hereof, why this is not more follow- 
ed: as'a Work by it ſelf, and as a Province that's ca- 
pable/ of the greateſt lmprovements ; I muſt, humbly 
gudpe,' that this -hath a ſpecial and too evident a Rile 
from this one Cauſe, that there is not a proper and di- 


| ſtin& Settlement entirely on ſuch a Deſign, as well as 
_ there is for-any-other Profeſſion, fo as this might be 


ly followed : And it. might, be -thus .jud 6, 
what a/-face and flamp it might put, by a Di 


_ Concurrence' therewith, on the Spirits ot . Men, _ 


of theſe who-are now the Hope ofthe Succeeding Race, 
when in fo Inquiſitive an Age there ſhould ;be ſome 
Excitement this way ;- and when. ſo magy: of 
late Have beers in'ag unuſual manner carried out on. that 


Choice Study, to know the true Phaenomina of Na- 


r Cauſes. and- Original of thipgs, 
herewith be ſome _anſwerable..de- 
a 6-.0n-.2 much. higher accquot, ..t0 
# and. firmConveyancesof the Chyi- 


ture; and _— 
that Pr Fans 


and ynanſwerable De 
Supernatural Reli 
Way, to-any co Engl Arit. But ſince it is now on 
that ground, "for which 1 eſpecially touch this, upon 
ſuch a Publick t, as the Standing and Safery of 
the Nation, hath ſo immediately therein, when Publick 
Hazard is otherways imminent; 1 hope, to theſe who 
are in 2 higher Capacity, both to judge, and bealliſtant, 
in ſuch a caſe, that a Concern of this nature will be 


nogſtrations, than the Truth of 


, No ow pre neonn and to ſee how great a National 


make, that may be ſo effectual to 


promote 


' Intereſt this ſho 


(29) 
promote the Moral part of Religion and Relative Du- 
ties thereof, in a more Univerſal Diffuſion of the ſame, 


and to rake off that Britiſh Creduliry, 'which this Day 
is the Shame and ch of the Chriſtian Profeſſion ; 
and which by a Native Reſult alſo ſhould "make way 
for higher ndproveadms; for the Eftabliſhmene of Mens 
Spirits in the way of Truth; but which moſt "ſpeci 
alſo thould- Have ſuch a tendagoe'to'prepare and ripen 
a Miniſtry to tlie Chupcti,''who might be ina more 
peculiar” "eb RAS fo. deal with Atheiſts and 

ind the reateſt pretenders to 'Reaſon than hath been 
yet bor by fuch Means as bear a moſt evident 
Congruity to Mens Natural Light-and Reaſon, and to 
ſerve a Conſtfaint* thereon;-1o as to; ſee 'that ſerious 
Religion muſt paige be cheir: Choice or 
their Torment: And how = Service ſhould this 
be to a National Intereſt s ," if chis were 
, more Ie Yer © Ties, por NUMErous 2 
pare” be dealt with'in- another vi 
ſoy Feneags! for tlidir ix '©judios ' wnc 
when, there is any wil'of « hit $A} 
ſuch Means. - 
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